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part of which was somewhat like a horse, the head, neck,
and part of the body being, as well as I could discern,
shaped like the same parts of that noble creature, but
the hind part was in the nature of a fish. It had flat
feet, with which it waddled along the shore, and the next
morning I saw it take to the sea again. This creature
seemed to me, as big as any four horses put together.
(Probably the Sea-elephant, Macrorhmus, a gigantic seal
with a short proboscis in the male.)

" Though my situation was none of the lowest, yet
above me were very high mountains; the tops of which
appeared towering one behind another up to the clouds;
and from thence descended to me the voices of all manner
of wild beasts, the water at the same time pouring down
from them with great violence; which, together with the
raging of the sea against the cliffs, afforded but a
melancholy scene to a lonely disconsolate man, already
on the point of being starved to death. Now I had
observed a narrow cavity or chink in the rocks, where
I could not only discern light, but could also behold
the sea through it flowing on the other side. I con-
sidered that if I could compass to get through this pas-
sage, it would save me the labour and hazard of going
round the point, if ever an opportunity should offer for
that purpose; wherefore I began the attempt immediately,
and pushed on a good way, but at last the passage grew
very narrow, and I found great difficulty in pressing
forward; nevertheless, I made so vigorous an effort to
succeed in my undertaking, that I at last got my head
stuck so fast between the rocks, that I never expected to
get clear again, and in this condition I lay struggling
and labouring a long time before I could disengage my*
self. By this one trial, I perceived it was impracticable
to force my passage that way; therefore, when I was loose I
gave over the attempt, and returned to my station in the tree,